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St. Paul’s Celebrates, Declares, and Demonstrates the Love of God in Jesus Christ to Sarver and Beyond. 

Filled for Mission By Pastor Shawn  

 

How do we make sense out of Pentecost with the tongues of fire and the disciples being given 

the ability to speak in different languages?  Moreover, what does it have to with us some 2,000 

years later?  Last I checked, you don’t hear about flaming tongues hovering over people’s heads 

today.  Well, a careful reading of the Pentecost story found in Acts chapter two, reveals the pur-

pose behind all of these strange events and in doing so makes it relevant to our lives together as 

the church.  Let’s take a quick look. 
 

Luke, the author of Acts, begins by saying that, “Acts 2:1-3  When the day of Pentecost arrived, 

they were all together in one place.  2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a 

mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  3 And divided 

tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them.”  So, God’s up to something 

big here.  Luke continues, “Acts 2:4   4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.”  This verse gives us a clue as to 

what God was up to in this scene.  Notice the first thing that happens when they receive the Ho-

ly Spirit.  He gives them the ability to speak in a variety of languages.  Why?  Luke writes, 

“Acts 2:5  5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under 

heaven…” and these people were asking, “Acts 2:8  how is it that we hear, each of us in his own 

native language…  Acts 2:11  We hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of 

God.” 
 

So, here we discover that one of the main purposes of the Spirit’s indwelling on Pentecost was 

to empower the disciples to speak of the mighty works of God.  To put it the language of St. 

Paul’s mission statement, the Holy Spirit led them to celebrate, declare, and demonstrate who 

God is and what he is done for everyone who was gathered.  They were filled for mission.  The 

mission being that which Jesus gave them before ascending into heaven when he said, “Acts 1:8  

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses 

in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”   
 

This then shows us how the events of Pentecost our relevant to our lives as the church.  In your 

baptism, you were filled with the Holy Spirit for mission.  You were empowered to celebrate, 

declare, and demonstrate the love of God in Jesus Christ to Sarver and the world.  More than 

this, he has not empowered you alone.  He has empowered all of us to go about this work to-

gether.  We are filled for mission. 
 

Now, because there is no one-size-fits-all approach for what this mission should look like in our 

lives, it can be frustratingly confusing and messy.  However, several years ago I came across an 



approach that has been helpful in organizing my thoughts.  Coined by pastor and author Tim Ches-

ter it’s this: Love Jesus, Love People, Love Life.   
 

First, Love Jesus.  “Enthusiasm for evangelism,” writes Chester, “begins with an enthusiasm for 

Jesus.  My willingness to speak of Jesus arises from my delight in Jesus.  People love talking 

about the thing they’re into.  Knitting. Vintage cars.  A new boyfriend.  Whatever it is, they love 

talking about.  It bubbles out of them with an infectious passion.  When we’re ‘into’ Jesus an in-

fectious passion for Jesus bubbles out of us.  To get going on evangelism we need to rewind to 

some of our earlier principles – back to God and his glory, back to the God’s work of change in 

our lives, back to the welcome and grace of cross, back to future glory.  We need to get excited all 

over again with Jesus.  We need to excite one another with the gospel day by day.” 
 

Second, Love People.  To love people means we are passionate about them as friends and not as 

targets for salvation presentations.  We will care for their needs—physical, social, emotional—but 

out of our love we will also want to address their greatest need which is to know God through Je-

sus Christ.  To go about this in our daily lives means we must live with “gospel-intentionality.”  

Whether we’re walking our dogs in the neighborhood, going to our favorite restaurant or coffee 

shop, at our workplace, etc. we’re always praying for God to show us ways to love others and give 

them the message of his love.  
  

Third, Love Life.  “Christians should be the world’s natural enthusiast,” writes Chester, “We see 

the world as a theater for God’s glory…  Sport, gardening, technology, literature, DIY, work, cars, 

fashion – all these things are good.  All of them (albeit often also corrupted by sin) are gifts by 

God given for our enjoyment.  Our job is to have fun to the glory of God!”  This said, our love for 

life becomes mission oriented when we do it in the presence of non-believers.  The challenge here 

is getting out of our bubble and loving life where people are at.  Join an existing hiking club.  Find 

a hobby to do with others in the neighborhood.  Participate in town events such as fundraisers, fes-

tivals, clean-ups, shows, etc.  Join a sports club.  Have a block party.  Whatever you do though, do 

it with “gospel intentionality” praying that God will give you the opportunities and the ability to 

spread his word.       
 

So, you are filled for mission.  God himself has taken up residence in you so that you may get his 

message out to the world.  May that empower you as you go about loving Jesus, loving people, 

and loving life amongst those who haven’t heard the good things that God has done for us.   

   

             

 

This class is open to those looking to become members of 

St. Paul’s and to anyone who desires to brush up on their 

Christian, Lutheran, and St. Paul’s knowledge. Classes will 

be Sunday mornings ( 6/5, 12, &26) following service to 

12:30pm. Lunch will be served and childcare will be                     

available. To RSVP contact Pastor Shawn at                                         

pastorshawn@stpaulssarver.com 



 

 

“To have faith is to have the Word and truth                  

of God, and to have the Word of God is to have 

God himself, the maker of all.  If all these 

blessings in their fulness were  

revealed to the soul, it would in                 

a moment break free from the 

body because of its exceeding                                        

abundance of sweet pleasure.” 

 Martin Luther                                                                                                           

“Fourteen Consolations” 1520 

Luther’s Corner 

Our next Bag Nights will be held on 

June 20-24  

6:00pm-8:15pm 

Children ages                          

3-completion of 5th 

grade. Scan code                    

to register. 



April 10-12 

Thursday, June 2 & July 7 

@6:30pm 

6/6 Leroy Young 

6/7 Kimberly Siemer 

6/9 Casey Lynn 

6/10 Shannon Hill 

6/11 Josh Fincher 

 Austin Miller 

 Blake Olson 

6/15 Sarah Contestabile 

 Rich Myros 

6/16 Charlotte Hostetler 

6/18 Ted Kradel 

6/21 Luke Mariotti 

6/23 Jameson Marshall 

6/27 Paul Schmeider 

6/28 Leslie Cashell 

 Scott Jones 

 Alan Pflugh 

6/29 Vivian Beers 

 Shirley Bowser 

6/30 Greg Carns 

 Cassie Lang 

Wednesdays @6:30pm                   

beginning  June 15th. 
 

Books $17 payable at the 

first class 

Sign up at the kiosk or by                                     

contacting the church office. 

Offering Breakdown for Month of May 

Category 
May Total 
Received   

YTD                     
Received 

Annual                
Budget 

General 11,301.50   53,088.18   

Loose 197.00   3,395.85   

Flowers 100.00   312.50   

Memorials 70.00   3,905.00   

Initial -     113.00   

Heide Hall 150.00   300.00   

Lenten -     338.00   

Ash Wed. -     556.00   
Kindermusik 224.00   448.00   

Maundy Thur. -     488.00   

Good Friday 20.00   257.00   

Other 206.95    1,300.76    

Total Current 12,269.45   64,502.29   168,511.00  

Benevolence 1,180.90    5,339.55     11,000.00  

Total                     
Received 

     
13,450.35  

     
69,841.84  

 179,511.00  

New Building 3,733.00    17,076.10   


